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Louisiana Tourism Development Commission, Louisiana Tourism Promotion District
Retire Louisiana Style Joint Commission Meetings

August 26, 2014
Ponchartrain Center
Kenner, LA 
In Attendance:
LTPD
Bruce Attinger, LA Restaurant  Asso.

Toni Rice, Other Organizations

Marion Fox, LTPA

LTDC
Lt. Governor Jay Dardenne

Diane D’Amico, LA Hotel/Motel Asso.
Emily Ziober, At Large

Alice Scarborough, LA Attractions Asso.
Janice DeLerno, Bed and Breakfast Asso.

Mark Bernard, Fairs and Festivals Asso.

Allison Clark, Sec. of State’s Office

Gregory Reggio, Restaurant Asso.

Phil Faul, Restaurant Asso.

Shelley Johnson, LA CVB’s Asso.

Ralph Ney, Hotel/Motel Asso.
Alana Cooper, Chairperson

Linda Curtis Sparks, Historic Preservation
Retire Louisiana Style
Robert Brown, NO Busn. Council

Gerald Breaux, Cajun Country

Linda Curtis Sparks, Dir., Sabine Parish Tourist Comm.

Delbert Hoskins, Lt. Gov. Designee

Kyle Edmiston, CRT, LOT

Lawrence Collins, Plantation Country

Chairperson Alana Cooper of the LTDC Commission called the meeting to order at 3:38 pm.

A quorum was present for LTDC and LTPD commissions and a motion was made to accept the approval of minutes of the previous meetings from each commission.  All passed.  
Sargent Major Delbert Hoskins 
COL. Reed Hudgins and SGM Delbert Hoskins gave a presentation to the commissions on a pilot program called “Soldier for Life”.  The program would keep Veterans professionally attractive to industry through education to maximize the skills of Veterans and be able educate and employ them to support their families and help the industry.  They would like to partner with Louisiana for educational and employment opportunities.  By enhancing readiness, facilitating professional development throughout service and increasing post-service employability and encourage retiring in Louisiana.
Lt. Governor Jay Dardenne
The Lt. Governor thanked everyone for attending the meeting.  A copy of this year’s budget was given to each of the commission members.  The Lt. Gov. gave an overview of the budget and explained how the BP money is no longer available and that the pass throughs are a drain on the budget.  He mentioned that the good news is that we are finally are getting through to the Governor and legislators to take the money for pass throughs out of the general fund and not our tourism budget.  We have had a record setting year 2 years in a row and are hoping that we will not have any more pass throughs coming out of our budget.  The Lt. Governor said that he would elaborate more in one of his upcoming meetings at the summit.
Kyle Edmiston – Assistant Secretary

 Kyle welcomed the attendees and thanked all of the members for attending.  He extended an invitation for those who had not registered for the summit to do so if they were interested.  LTPA will be hosting the next Lt. Governor’s Summit in Baton Rouge, Louisiana next August 17-19, 2014.  
We are about 1.3 million less than in this fiscal year we just started as opposed to the previous year.  We have had to make some hard decisions on some grant programs and some different sponsorship levels that we had been doing in the past.  One of the things he has challenged me with is for me to not cut out of state advertising.  We will spend just north of 7 M this year on media buys.  This does include our international opportunities as well as our domestic.  We will spend another 1.5 on social and digital of our media.  We have a digital campaign in the fall and also in the spring.  We are doing the Mardi Gras campaign outside of New Orleans.  We are partnering with multiple partners with print.  We have several special events going on during the year that you should be aware of.  The first being the Lt. Governor’s summit and will finish the year with the Lt. Governor’s summit next year on August 17-19 in Baton Rouge at the Crowne Plaza.  In September we will be going to Birmingham, AL to partner with Hoffman Media to do a culinary event, Dallas in October for a partnership with Garden and Gun, London in November to host the British Guild of Travel Writers, and we will host 4 major tour operator events in over the next 18 months.  International Showcase in NO is in December, National Tour Association is in NO in January, Travel South Domestic Showcase in Shreveport in March, and in June 2016 Louisiana and New Orleans will be hosting IPW which is the largest international show event.   We will host “Only in Louisiana” event at the GRAMMY’s and in March we will travel to Berlin for ITB.  In May, the Lt. Governor will be spending 6 days making 22 stops around the state promoting travel and Tourism to the state and our communities.  

Kyle expressed his gratitude for all of the hard work and participation the industry partners do for the state and their local communities. 

Brand USA has been around for 4 years.  They have been instrumental in helping leverage with international advertising dollars. We have experienced a 70% increase in Mexican visitors and also big numbers in Australia.  
Historical Markers
Alana Cooper with the Louisiana Tourism Development Commission asked for a motion for the approval of the 10 Historical Markers the commission had received.  Shelly Johnson made the motion and Linda Curtis Sparks seconded and the motion carried and all markers were approved. 

Other Business

It had come to the attention of the commission that there was a quorum for Retire Louisiana.  Gerald Breaux made a motion to accept their minutes of the previous meeting and they were seconded by Larry Colling.  The minutes were approved.
There being no other business a motion to close the meeting was made by Ralph Ney with LTPD, and seconded by Marion Fox.  The meeting adjourned at 4:45 PM.
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